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Yet individuals or persons or subjects are always embedded

in webs of relations, whether of affection and solidarity,

or of power and rivalry, or frequently of some mixture of the two.

Whatever “agency” they seem to “have”as individuals

is in reality something that is always in fact interactively negotiated.

In this sense they are never free agents, not only in the sense

that they do not have the freedom to formulate

and realize their own goals in a social vacuum, but also in the sense

that they do not have the ability to fully control these relations

toward their own ends. As truly and inescapably social beings,

they only can work within the many webs

of relations that make up their social worlds.

(Ortner 2006: 151-152).
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